                                  COON VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH
“We are a family of God, striving to enrich 
the lives of all through the love of Christ.”
PRELUDE MUSIC								    
BELLS
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light three candles on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW (red hymnal) #257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vs.4-5
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of restoration, save us when we find ourselves spiritually thirsty. Help us walk your road with your purpose, strengthened by your living water. Amen.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Entrance song: Lead the Way
There’s a Song in the Air
Away In a Manger
Do You Hear What I Hear
Piano Solo – We Three Kings – Kristina Thomas
Piano Solo – Jingle Bells – Karly Thomas
When prompted Congregation responds: Wow! What does that mean?

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	                                                            Maggie Traastad


HYMN of the DAY ELW (red hymnal) #256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People



APOSTLES’ CREED ELW (red hymnal) Page 105
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Creator of Heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son Our Lord, 
 	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 	
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church,
 	 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
Petitions end:  God of grace…hear our prayer. 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE  
Please be aware of those who may not be comfortable shaking hands.  You may also share the peace sign. Or any other contactless gesture that you are comfortable with. 

OFFERING & SOLO
	 					 	 

OFFERTORY ELW (red hymnal) #186 Create in Me a Clean Heart, O Lord 


OFFERTORY PRAYER
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.


THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.

~ SENDING ~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

BLESSING
May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

BELLS
SENDING HYMN ELW (red hymnal) #267 Joy to the World

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
							
With special thanks:
Maggie Traastad:  Sunday School Coordinator
Sunday School Staff: Amy Stakston-Wiedemann, Renita Williamson, David Schultz 
Pianist: Mary Schultz

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738444. All rights reserved.
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Coon Valley Lutheran Church
The Third Sunday in the Season of Advent
Children’s Christmas Program
December 14, 2025
9:00 a.m.










Usher: Kevin Traastad
Greeter: Julie Nelson
Attendance & Offering Last Sunday: 97; $4,339.12
Thanksgiving Eve: 30; $728.00-to Bethel Butikk
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SCHEDULE
TODAY: 10:00a/Finance Committee; Giving Tree Gifts Due Today
TUESDAY: 9:00a/Pastor’s Text Study
THURSDAY: 10:00a/WELCA Christmas Brunch; 6:00p/Church Council
FRIDAY: Pastor Ben’s sabbath
NEXT SUNDAY: 9:00a/Worship; No Sunday School, No Coffee FellowshipCoon Valley Lutheran Church
www.coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
Pastor: Rev. Benjamin Morris, Office 452-3772/Cell 608-406-1556, pastor@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org  
Office Administrator: Jamie Thomas, office@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday 9:00a-4:00p; Thursday 9:00a-3:30p 
 		Office 452-3772/Cell 317-0007
Treasurer: Becky Lusk, treasurer@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
Organist: Mary Schultz
Indoor Custodian: Tracy Stellner












Cast of Characters:
Narrator:  Kinley Drath
Angel: Kristina Thomas
Mary: Winnie Morris
Joseph: Dylan Wiedemann
Shepherds: Knox Drath, Hudson Raasch, Pastor Ben Morris
Wise People: Harry Buros, Henry Buros, Henry Raasch
Animals: Mireya Kinstler, Karly Thomas, Leah Williamson, June Morris
Angels: Jayda Darth & Elsie Emmart
Star: Karly Thomas



*We are always happy to include you and our CVLC family in our prayers. If you feel your name, or the name of a family member can be added or removed from this list please contact Jamie. Thank you!

We remember in prayer:  
† Those hospitalized this past week
† Our members whose names we lift up in prayer today: Corrine Appleman, Beverly Bagstad, Clifford Bakkum, Pastor Barbara Bruneau, Herby Cornell, Rita Erlandson, Gloria Galstad, Kira Hoff, Becky Ihle, Donna Ihle, Ray Ihle, Eddie Kanieski, Todd King, Margaret Lee, Russell Lee, Aaron Leisso, Aaron Marx, LuEtta Nelson, Romaine Nelson, Lisa Olson, Sandra Onshus, Elaine Proksch, Eunice Quast, Lori Roach, Jojo Satona, Heidi Saupe, Bob Schulze, Mary Schultz, LaVonne Stendahl, Krin (Dreves) Stendalen, Joyce Temp, Teri Tomten, Maggie Traastad, Renita Williamson
† Our members who are currently in health care facilities & Assisted Living: 
Tip Bagstad, Rachel Berg, Carl Daffinrud, Jeanne Ebli, Carl Holte, Bob Moilien, Geri Nestingen, Irene Nestingen, Cathy Ofte, Annie Olson, Beatrice Olson (Alden), 
Ellen Runice.
[bookmark: _Hlk45784922]† Those who grieve
† Our members who are currently home bound
† All those in need of God’s healing and help
[bookmark: _Hlk97803147]† Family and friends of our members
[bookmark: _Hlk131061932][bookmark: _Hlk153370094][bookmark: _Hlk161909915][bookmark: _Hlk174529542]† Local Military: Alex Hendrickson





Coon Valley Lutheran Church
Announcements for December 2025
Good morning and welcome to worship!   
~ In the event of an emergency please contact Pastor Benjamin Morris at this number 608-406-1556

~Giving Tree.  Thanks to all who took tags and purchased gifts!   Gifts are due back today! 

~Newsletter help is needed on Tuesday Dec. 16th at 10am.  Join us for coffee, treats and fellowship!

~2026 Offering envelopes are available in the Library. Please pick yours up today! You may also pick up for family, friends and neighbors.

~Coon Valley Community Christmas Saturday, Dec. 20th Noon-2pm at CV Villiage Hall.  Join for carriage rides, face painting, storytelling, carols, santa and cookies, cocoa, & coffee.  Our church has been asked to bake cookies for this community event.  If you are able to please deliver the cookies to the Village Hall the morning of the event.  Or they may be taken to Dairy Suply the day before the event.  This event is by the CV Historical Society. For more information see the flyer in the Narthex.

~The Church Office will be closed December 22-January 2nd for the Holiday Break.  Thank you for allowing us this time away with family! In the event of an emergency please contact Pastor Ben.  Merry Christmas from all of us at CVLC!!

~Year end offerings All offerings need to be received in the church office no later than Sunday, December 28 to be counted toward your 2025 Giving Statement.  All offerings received after this time will be included for 2026. Thank you for your continued support of CVLC!

~Support our local food pantries!  Recently the Emerceny Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and SNAP federally funded food assistance programs have been cut.  This has caused food shortages at local food banks.  If you are able, take some food to or send money to a local food bank such as Wafer or Bethel Butikk.  You may designate a separate check for Bethel Butikk in your offering and we will be sure to send it to them.  Please notice that in the Narthex there is a shopping cart. You may put non-perishable food items there to be taken to Bethel Butikk. Thank you!

~Pictorial Directories we are currently waiting for Universal Church Directories to produce a draft copy for us to view before we receive our completed copies.  Please stay tuned for a date when they will be available.

~Join Pastor Ben on Thursdays, at 10am for Bible Study.  There will be coffee, probably some sort of treat and good conversation.  Never been to a Bible study before?  No worries, we will be using the upcoming week's readings and Gospel story. On WELCA Thursday’s (the 3rd Thursday of each month), we will not meet. No Bible study Dec. 18th, 25th and January 1st due to holiday break.  (BYOB) or use a Bible available at the church.   

~Text message alerts.  If you would like to receive important updates from you church including, service time changes, important events and weather cancellations please text START to 87447 messaging rates from your cell phone provider may apply.

~Hearing devices available.  If you need to utilize a hearing device during worship please take one from the table in the entrance and return at the end of worship.  If you need assitance with a device please ask an usher.

~Large Print Hymn Binder. Please utilize one of our large print red hymn binders.  They are located in the entrance by the hearing devices.  They contain the hymns each Sunday in large print.

~Our Men's Club is selling Kwik Trip CAR WASH cards!  The cards are $35.00 for 5 washes and can be used at any Kwik Trip car wash!  Please see any Men's Club member or the office to purchase!  Thank you so much for your support! 
 
~Please sign up for Kwik Trip gift cards. The Youth Mission Trip Fund will get 5% off the purchase price. Gift cards are available today in the office. They make excellent gifts! Contact the office to purchase cards.		
~Bulletin Sponsors.  Sponsoring a weekly bulletin is a great way to honor the memory, birthday, or an accomplishment of someone you love. The cost is $40.00 to sponsor a bulletin. Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex (entrance) or contact the office.
~Busy Bags Available Have busy little bodies in the pew with you?  Please take and use a busy bag located in the narthex.  They are filled with coloring books and small toys that your children may play with during worship.  At the end of service please return them to the rack on your way out! We are also offering children’s bulletins for older kids to color and use during worship.  Ask an usher for assistance locating these items.                                                        

UPCOMING EVENTS and WORSHIP SCHEDULE—PLEASE JOIN US!   
Worship Calendar
Dec. 21 9am/Worship; No Coffee fellowship, No Sunday School
Dec. 24 4pm/Christmas Eve Worship
Dec. 25 9am/Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion
Dec. 28 9am/Worship No Coffee Fellowship, No Sunday School; 10:30a/Pr. Ben Worship at Middle Coon Valley
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