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' There are seasons, and there
are seasons.

There is Lent, and there is

By this I mean there is the regular turnings of
our good Earth and the Liturgical Seasons.
They come and go in regular predictable ways.
We plan our lives around them. They offer
stability in our lives.

And then there are the seasons of life that are
foisted upon us, easy and hard, joyous and
mournful. They interrupt our lives and
transform who we are, as individuals and as
communities.

As I write this, my heart is heavy. To name the
thing in the room, our community is in the
midst of loss and grief. As I write this I am
preparing to spend time with our musician,
Mary, as she journeys the final leg of her
earthly pilgrimage. I do not know where things
will be by the time this newsletter is printed,
folded, sent and then read.

As I write this our faith community is
navigating other complex, and important
things.

And as I write this I am aware that many of
you are carrying silent, and difficult burdens.

And as I write this I am aware that some of
you are in the midst of the some of the most
joyous moments in your life.

There is room for all of it.

One of the great gifts of Christ is the ability to
be open to whatever comes.

I grounded my morning with coffee, silent
prayer, and reading Psalm 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.

This Lent, I pray you take time to recognize
where you are - what you are feeling inside.
And that you see where others in your life are.
And that you know there is room for all of it,
inside of you, and in our community.

If your mouth is filled with laughter - may you
laugh fully.

If you are weeping, may the seeds of your
tears plant for a harvest of joy.

God meets you in the fullness of where you
are.
May your Lent be blessed.

Pastor Ben




JANUARY CHURCH COUNCIL
HIGHLIGHTS

*Treasurer’s Report: The report was
reviewed by Council. Report accepted.
Finance Committee: Finance Report was
accepted.

*Ministry Minutes: Pr. Ben reported that
there had been one funeral and one
wedding since the last meeting.
*Education: Sunday School attendance
has been low.

*Youth Ministry: 2026 Mission Trip meeting
will take place in February.

*Men’s Club: There is a meeting Jan. 18,
*Personnel: Pastor has one annual review to
complete. A Bereavement Policy will be
discussed at the next meeting for Office
Admin. Position. It will be built into the Office
Admin. Job description.

*Property & Grounds: Steve Pauloski put
weather stripping on boiler room door. The
Tuckpointing project cost-$14,780.

*Social Ministry: Potluck for Annual Meeting
on Jan. 25 was discussed.

*Stewardship: The last Viterbo Pathways
meeting is Feb. 9™. The Council is invited to
attend.

*Worship: Thanksgiving Eve Worship may be
moved from 7pm to 6pm next year. Worship
will be at 10am on March 8t followed by the
Retro Dinner.

*Membership, Life & Growth: Pictorial
Directory Group will meet of Feb. 8t to review
the rough draft of the directory. Retro Dinner
meeting Feb. 22 at 9am.

*Other Discussion Items:

*Sunday School Account: Motion passed for
Jamie Thomas and Rebecca Lusk to be signers
on the account.

*Pastor Ben will be on vacation Wed. 2/18
after service to Monday 2/23.

*The meeting adjourned followed by the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted, Laura Hofslien

JANUARY 25, 2026 ELECTION OF
OFFICERS

A motion passed to approve and elect Ray
Williamson as President, Amy Stakston-
Wiedemann as Vice President and Laura
Hofslien as Secretary. New Council members,
Kevin King, Brian Pederson and Cody
Strangstalien were welcomed.

Meeting adjourned at 1:13 pm. Respectfully
Submitted, Laura Hofslien

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
DONATIONS TO THE
AMERICAN RED CROSS
] BLOOD DRIVE IN

Reacross FEBRUARY! 53 units were
donated! Thank you to Mike Lusk who
organizes our Blood Drives. Huge thank you to
the crew that showed up to help unload and
load the Red Cross trucks and to those who
spent the day helping at the Blood Drive and
donating blood!

e

SOUPER BOWL OF

CARING

On Sunday February 8 we
participated in the Souper Bowl
of Caring. Our church raised
$361 that was sent to ELCA
World Hunger! Thank you to
all those who donated!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
V2 Riches and honor come from
% \(1/%2  You, and You are the ruler
Cihve  Serve  Of everything. Power and
| might are in Your hand, and

it is in Your hand to make
Attend  Grow great and to give strength to

Grewmrdship  all.- Chronicles 29:12
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WEDNESDAY
LENTEN SCHEDULE
Please join us!

Feb 18: 7:00pm Ash Wednesday
Worship with Imposition of Ashes
No supper served.

Feb. 25: 5:00-6:30pm Supper served in
Fellowship Hall by A Table Together
7:00 p.m. Worship

March 4: 5:30-7:00 p.m. Supper served in
Fellowship Hall by Naomi Circle
7:00 p.m. Worship

March 11: 5:30-7:00pm Supper served in
Fellowship Hall by Rebecca Circle
7:00 p.m. Worship

March 18: 5:00-6:30pm Supper served in
Fellowship Hall by A Table Together
7:00 p.m. Worship

March 25: 4:30-6:30pm Men’s Club Fish Fry
7:00 p.m. Worship

< 2 WELCA PANCAKE BREAKFAST
.« Sunday March 1%t from 8am-Noon
b < Menu includes pancakes, sausage,
applesauce and coffee. Cost is $8
for adults, $4 for children 6-12 years old and
free for children 5 and under.

|SH FR MEN’S CLUB FISH FRY
FUNDRAISER
On Wednesday March 25% from 4:30-6:30pm
the Men’s Club will be holding a fish fry! The
menu includes: 2 pieces of cod, broiled or
batter fried, baked potato, beans, coleslaw and
dessert. Tickets will be presale only, they will
not accept walk ins. Presale tickets end on
March 14. The cost of a ticket is $15.00.
Tickets will be sold before and after worship
services or by contacting Mike Lusk. All
proceeds will support Coon Valley Lutheran
Church!

EASTER FLOWERS

Easter is on April 5 this year and
is often a time of remembrance. If
you would like to purchase Easter
flowers in someone’s memory to be
on display during our Easter
Service, you may place an order
with Chance’s Are in Coon Valley. Call them at
452-3112. Please place your order by Friday
March 27, You may order lilies, mums or a
variety of other flowers. Contact the office to
let Jamie know that you have ordered flowers
and who they are in memory of. On Easter
Sunday each name will be printed in the
bulletin. Deadline for bulletin submission is
Tuesday March 315t . Help us decorate our
Sanctuary for Easter!

TN

ke X® Butikk that are then given to
local families at Christmas
time. We also give quilts to
the Vernon County Chapter of Sleep in
Heavenly Peace, an organization that makes
beds for children. We also give baby crib quilts
to Door of Hope to support families. We
currently have only 3 quilters! Although
helpful, knowing how to sew isn't at all
necessary. Quilting experience isn't required-
we will teach you all you need to know! We
meet the 2" and last Wednesday of each
month at 9:00am in the church dining room.
For more information call Judy Koula at 608-
632-6953 or Becky Lind 608-632-4566 or
Margie Bendel 608-386-8132. Again, we need
your help to continue His important mission!

A TABLE TOGETHER
FREES Our next meal is on March 18t
MEAL from 5:00-6:30pm. The menu

will include a Build-your-own

baked potato bar with desserts
and drinks. Volunteers and cooks are always
needed to help with the meals! Look for sign
up sheet in church or email
meals@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org for more

information. Please join us!


mailto:meals@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING YEAR-TO-DATE BALANCE

1/25 — 9a: 75; Offering: $2,223.20 2026 January 2026 YTD
il 1-9a: 88; foft:rlljsl: _$5,139-232 Total Offerings  $12,843.72 $12,843.72
2/8 - 93_ 51_0(6), pofei=r|r!g. :$3,0?)6.0 Expenses $17,514.82 $17,514.82
/15 — 9a: 104; Offering: $4,064.41 Balance/Shortfall -$4,671.10 -$4,671.10

2/18 — 7p: 75; Offering: $1,039.00 Parsonage Int

2/22 — 9a: 65; Offering: $2,325.73 Fund Transfer $0 $0
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE TB:'::STegr Fund $0 $0
1/25-10; 2/1-3; 2/8-8; 2/15-11; 2/22-9 Memorial Fund

Transfer $0 $201.04

**Approximately $4,665.00 a week is needed
to meet operating expenses.

General Fund Balance: 1/31/26: $51,057.72
Memorial Fund Balance:1/31/26: $66,102.17
Building Fund Balance:1/31/26: $71,454.98
CD Interest Balance: 1/31/26: $28,814.79
Shepherd Fund Balance: 12/31/25: $3,567.37

PRAYER GROUP

The Prayer Group
continues to pray for the church,
the congregation and our

FUNERAL/BURIAL | extended family and friends.
2/7 Mae Jacobson | 1 Our church staff
t Our members: Corrine
Jonate ONLINE GIVING _ Appleman, Beverly Ba_gstad,
@ﬂﬁ\ﬁf\l’\ﬂiﬁ There are several ways you Clifford Bakkum, Herby Cornell, Marie Egge,

may get your offerings to the church. You may Rita Erlandson, Gloria Galstad, Kira Hoff, Becky

mail it to the church office, P.O. Box 280. Or
use one of our eGiving options. 1) You may go
to our website and click the Donate button at
the top. 2) Give through the mobile app Vanco
Mobile. Please let Jamie know if you need
assistance in any way. Thank you for your
support!

CHURCH CALENDAR
Please inform Jamie of any
church related meetings or
gathering so that it may be
included on our calendar. It is
helpful to know when a group is using the
church so that we may coordinate building use
requests. Please contact Jamie to have your
meeting added to the calendar. 452-3772,
317-0007,
office@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org Thank
you!

Ihle, Donna Ihle, Ray Ihle, Todd King,
Margaret Lee, Russell Lee, Aaron Leisso, Aaron
Marx, LuEtta Nelson, Romaine Nelson, Sandra
Onshus, Eunice Quast, Jojo Satona, Heidi
Saupe, Mary Schultz, Billie Slater, LaVonne
Stendahl, Krin (Dreves) Stendalen, Joyce
Temp, Teri Tomten, Renita Williamson.

t Our members who are currently in health
care facilities & Assisted Living: Tip
Bagstad, Rachel Berg, Carl Daffinrud, Jeanne
Ebli, Carl Holte, Bob Moilien, Irene Nestingen,
Geri Nestingen, Cathy Ofte, Annie Olson,
Beatrice Olson (Alden), Ellen Runice, Bob &
Evelyn Schulze

t Those who grieve

t Family and friends of members

1t Local Military: Alex Hendrickson


mailto:office@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org

WELCA NEWS

Ellie welcomed 15 members to the
Thurs., Feb. 19 meeting. Business included a
big thank you to Deb H., Jean G., Ainsley L.,
Carolyn A., and Judy B. for furnishing food and
serving at the South Conference Pastors
Meeting on Tues., Feb. 10. We also discussed
all of the upcoming events happening in our
church in the coming month.

February is typically Birthday and Heart
Month and our members took turns reading
fun facts about birthdays and our hearts.

Following the program, members
enjoyed a delicious potluck prepared by the
General Board. Our next meeting will be
Thurs., Mar. 19 with the Ruth Circle presenting
the program.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sun., Mar. 1, 8am-noon — Pancake Breakfast
Wed., Mar. 4, 5:30-7pm — Naomi Circle serves
Lenten Supper

Sun., Mar. 8, 11am-1pm — Retro Dinner

Wed., Mar. 11, 5:30-7pm — Rebecca Circle
serves Lenten Supper

Wed., Mar. 18, 5-6:30pm — “A Table Together”
serves Lenten Supper

Thurs., Mar. 19, 10am, WELCA — Ruth Circle
presents program. Hostess: Nancy Ofte
Wed., Mar. 25, 4:30-7pm — Men’s Club Fish Fry

LOOKING AHEAD

Thurs., Apr. 16, 10am, WELCA — General Board
presents program. Hostess: Ellie Brye

Sat., Apr. 18 — La Crosse Area Synod WELCA
Spring Convention, here.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE SERVERS

March 1 Pancake Breakfast

March 8 Retro Dinner

March 15 Linda Stakston, Allison Williamson

March 22 Pam Pauloski, Stephanie Proksch

March 29 Becky Lusk, Kim Nelson

April 5 Easter

April 12 Nancy Ofte, Gloria Galstad

April 19 Rachel Strangstalien, Jackie
Jorgenson

April 26 Sara Lieurance, Jamie Thomas

God Bless, Ellie Brye, President

Today’s To Po List
1. omilg

2. Pon’t sweat the small stuff

3. Think Positive

4. Inspirg

5. love

6. Be GRATETUL

7. Be HdOppy



Coon Valley Lutheran Church “Retro Dinner”

When: Sunday, March 8th 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. or until gone
Where: Coon Valley Lutheran Church ' VY.
. 1005 Central Ave, Coon Valley, Basement Dining Room 7 7/ \AA4
Who: All are welcome! Join us for food & fun! UBGB

Cost: $10 per adult; kids 6-12 are $5, 5 yrs and under are free.

= If you bring a retro dish and drop it off in the kitchen, you can m
receive one $5 coupon off the price of one admission ticket. But

you do not have to bring food if you do not want to - you can come
and enjoy all of the wonderful food whether or not you bring a dish! AVAVJ
- Beverages are provided (punch, coffee, milk, water).

What is a “Retro Dinner”? - Something completely new,
but Retro, meaning that we are celebrating old/vintage/
/J?, treasured (and perhaps family) recipes. This is a brand
&y new idea, and we are very excited to offer this event!

. Anyone can (& Is encouraged to) bring one of your
4. treasured foods to this meal. Think pot luck, except

7 that all of the foods will hopefully represent recipes of
\ days gone by (for example, “funeral sandwiches,” tuna
casserole, relish trays, jello salads, homemade pickles,

: cheese fondue, just to name a few). Think 40’s, 50’s,

60’s, 70's, and 80’s recipes. This is a chance for you to share a treas-
ured recipe, perhaps a family dish passed down for years, or an older
recipe that you have been wanting to try - bring it here! Get creative!

« ALL ARE WELCOME to bring prepared food dishes, because it is fun to
try older recipes. BUT REMEMBER you are welcome whether or not
you bring food. Even if you don’t bring a food item, please come and
buy a ticket so that you can try all of the wonderful food!

+» We hope to see many of you from our community and neighboring
church families.

« ALL ARE WELCOMEI!

N \ ~, * Food drop-off at the church on Sun-
)/ day, March 8, starting at 8 a.m.

|) « Food can also be dropped off at the
4/ church on Saturday, March 7, from 9 -
& 11 am.




A Table Together

Serving Free Community Dinners

All are Welcome!
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0% WEDNESDAY £
FEBRUARY 25, 5-6:30 PM

MENU: CHILI & CORN BREAD
POTATO SOUP & DINNER ROLLS
DESSERT AND BEVERAGE

WEDNESDAY 3%5

MARCH 18, 2025, 5-6:30 PM

MENU: BUILD-YOUR-OWN BAKED POTATO BAR
DESSERT AND BEVERAGE
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Coon Valley Lutheran Church
43%, 1005 Central Ave, Coon Valley X,

o Questions? oaNe

AW
meals@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org

GATHER. SHARE. BE FED.



Coon Valley Luth

Lenten Worshfp éhedule

Holy Week and Easter servies will be posted separately

Feb. 25 7pm Worship
Supper 5:00-6:30

March 4 7pm Worship

Supper 5:30< \Zp\\

March 11 7Zpm Worship
Supper 3:30-7pm

\

dar¥ch 18 7pm Worship \
Supper 3:00-6:30pm \

March 25 7pm Worship
Supper 4:30-6:30 Men’s Club FisA Fry

Sunday Worship at 9am March 1, 15, 22 & 29
March 8 Worship at 10am

www.coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
608-452-3772




DAILY BIBLE READINGS

*denotes reading taken from the narrative lectionary that Pastor Ben will preach on for Sunday.

WEEK OF MARCH 1
SUNDAY Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

John 3:1-17
*John 13: 1-17

MONDAY Isaiah 65:17-25
TUESDAY Ezekiel 36:22-32
WEDNESDAY John 8:1-11
THURSDAY Numbers 21:4-9
FRIDAY Romans 4:6-13
SATURDAY Psalm 128

WEEK OF MARCH 8
SUNDAY Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
*John 18:12-27

MONDAY Genesis 24:1-27
TUESDAY Genesis 29:1-14

WEDNESDAY John 7:14-31, 37-39

THURSDAY Jeremiah 2:4-13
FRIDAY 2 John 1-13
SATURDAY Psalm 81

WEEK OF MARCH 15
SUNDAY 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41
*John 18:28-40

MONDAY Isaiah 59:9-19
TUESDAY Isaiah 42:14-21
WEDNESDAY Matthew 9:27-34
THURSDAY Isaiah 60:17-22
FRIDAY Acts 9:1-20
SATURDAY Psalm 146:3-9

The blessing of God upon Abram
The LORD who watches over you

The promise to those of Abraham’s faith

The mission of Christ: saving the world
Jesus washes feet

God promises a new creation

God will renew the people

Jesus does not condemn the sinner
Moses lifts up the serpent
Abraham saved through faith

God promises life

Water from the rock

The rock of our salvation
Reconciled to God by Christ’s death
The woman at the well

Peter’s denial

Rebekah at the well

Rachel at the well

Drink of Jesus, the Messiah

God, the living water

A woman reminded to abide in Christ
We drink from the rock

David is chosen and anointed
My head anointed with oil
Live as children of light

The man born blind

Jesus and Pilate

We are blind and await God
God will heal the blind
Jesus heals the blind

God our light

Saul’s blindness

Praise to God



WEEK OF MARCH 22

SUNDAY Ezekiel 37:1-14 The dry bones of Israel
Psalm 130 Mercy and redemption
Romans 8:6-11 Life in the Spirit
John 11:1-45 The raising of Lazarus
*John 19:1-16a Jesus condemned
MONDAY 1 Kings 17:17-24 Elijah raises the widow’s son
TUESDAY 2 Kings 4:18-37 Elisha raises the Shumenite child
WEDNESDAY Matthew 22:23-33 God of the living
THURSDAY  Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 Jeremiah buys a field
FRIDAY Ephesians 2:1-10 Alive in Christ
SATURDAY  Psalm 143 Save me from death

WEEK OF MARCH 29

SUNDAY Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem
PALM SUNDAY Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant submits to suffering
Psalm 31:9-16 I commend my spirit
Philippians 2:5-11 Death on a cross
Matthew 26:14-27:66 The passion and death of Jesus
*John 19:16b-22 The crucified messiah
MONDAY John 12:1-11 Mary of Bethany anoints Jesus
TUESDAY John 12:20-36 Jesus speaks of his death
WEDNESDAY John 13:21-32 Jesus foretells his betrayal
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 The Passover of the LORD
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 The cup of salvation
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 The service of Christ: footwashing and meal
*John 19:23-30 Jesus’ last words

GOOD FRIDAY

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 The suffering servant
Psalm 22 Why have you forsaken me?
Hebrews 10:16-25 The way to God is opened
OrHebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 Jesus, the merciful high priest
John 18:1—19:42 The passion and death of Jesus
*John 19:31-42 Jesus the Passover lamb

HOLY SATURDAY

Job 14:1-4 Hope for a tree
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Moving? New contact information? Please update the church office. Thank you!

Visit our website:
coonvalleylutheranchurch.org

To sign up to receive our newsletter via
email!

Please use our correct mailing address
when sending us mail.

P.O. Box 280

Thank you!
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Coon Valley Lutheran Church, ELCA
P.O. Box 280, 1005 Central Ave.
Coon Valley, WI 54623

Office Phone (608)452-3772
www.coonvalleylutheranchurch.org

QPastor: Rev. Benjamin Morris, 608-406-1556; pastor@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
L Office Administrator: Jamie Thomas, office(@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org,
Office: 608-452-3772; Cell Phone: 608-317-0007
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00am-3:30pm
QTreasurer: Becky Lusk, treasurer@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
UOrganist: Mary Schultz

QlIndoor Custodian: Tracy Stellner
UChurch Council President: Ray Williamson
Vice President: Amy Stakston-Wiedemann; Secretary: Laura Hofslien
Kimberly Cade, Kevin King, Julie Nelson, Patricia Nelson, Brian Pederson,
Cody Strangstalien

Sunday Worship at 9:00am
Sunday School 10:15-11:30

See calendar for changes in worship & Sunday School times.
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Sunday

1 9:00a-Worship with Holy

Communion

8:00-Noon-WELCA Pancake

Breakfast
6:00p-Confirmation

8

10:00a -Worship with Holy
Communion; Sunday School
11:00a-1:00p-Retro Dinner

15

9:00a -Worship
10:15a-Sunday School,
Coffee Fellowship
6:00p-Confirmation

22

9:00a-Worship
10:15a-Sunday School,
Coffee Fellowship

29

9:00a-Palm Sunday
Worship
10:15a-Sunday School,
Coffee Fellowship

Monday

2

9:00a-Naomi Circle

16

23

30

March 2026

Tuesday

3
9:00-Noon-
Pastor’s Text
Study

10:30a-Ruth
Circle

10
9:00-Noon-
South Conf.
Pastors

17
9:00-Noon-
Pastor’s Text
Study

24
9:00-Noon-
Pastor’s Text
Study

31

Wednesday

4
5:30-7:00p-Lenten
Supper-Naomi Circle
7:00p-Lenten
Worship

11

9:00a-Quilting
5:30-7:00p-Lenten
Supper-Rebecca Circle
7:00p-Lenten
Worship

18
5:00-6:30p-Lenten
Supper-A Table
Together

7:00p- Lenten
Worship

25

9:00a-Quilting
4:30-6:30p-Men’s
Club Fish Fry
7:00p- Lenten
Worship

Thursday

5

10:00a-Bible
Study
6:00p-Rebecca
Circle

12
10:00a-Bible
Study

19
10:00a-WELCA
6:00p — Church
Council

26
10:00a-Bible
Study

Friday

6
Pr. Ben’s
sabbath

13
Pr. Ben’s
sabbath

Carillon

Deadline

20
Pr. Ben’s
sabbath

27

Pr. Ben's
sabbath

Saturday

7

9:00-11:00a-Retro

Dinner Prep.
Reminder: Turn

clocks ahead 1
hour

14

21

28

Office Hours
Tues., Wed.,
Thurs., 9:00a-
3:30p






